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FINDING THE KOL HALEV 
INFORMATION YOU NEED

If you’re not always sure what’s on the 
Kol HaLev calendar or who to contact 
about a Kol HaLev issue, you’re not 
alone. There are plans in the works to 
make that kind of information more 
accessible to members. Meanwhile, 
here are tips for finding info in places 
you may not be aware of. 

Check the Kol HaLev Calendar   
 This is where it all starts. You 

can check the calendar regularly on 
the website, or on Google calendar  
(bookmark these links!) Information 
is pulled from the calendar into the 
weekly update and newsletter. To get 
on the calendar, events, meetings, etc. 
must be sent to calendar@kolhalev.net. 
More about that process here.. 

Consider The Weekly Update, 
edited by Robin Holzman, 

your best friend. It arrives faithfully 
in your email inbox every Thursday 
at 3 p.m. with the upcoming week’s 
events and services as well as special 
announcements. 

   Find members’ contact  info on 
the website, on a members-only 

page you must log in to see.  If logging 
in to the website is a problem for you, 
read tip # 7. 

 The Directory (page 2 of 
the newsletter) answers the 

question,“Who’s in charge of what?” 
You’ll find committees and key 
tasks,and the members responsible for 
each, organized by operational areas.

Everyone whose heart so moves them shall bring an offering. 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISIER KICKS OFF THIS MONTH
Kol HaLev is all about “we.” Mem-
bers are the drivers of everything we 
do! We each contribute our ruach 
(spirit), time, creativity and more, to 
help sustain our collective purpose.

You may not know that, much as at 
other synagogues, members’ dues 
cover only about 60% of our annual 
budgeted needs. We’re fortunate to 

receive some grants to 
supplement our outstand-
ing education programs. 
And we sometimes have special 
events, the proceeds from which also 
contribute to our needed income.

Beyond those opportunities, we have 
to step up ourselves. We have to pro-

continued on page 6

Kol HaLev Intergenerational Poltuck

Hanukkah 
Recon 
Style

Sunday, Dec, 22, 5-7p.m.
Singing, Crafts, Dreidel, Friends

Adult Study with Rabbi Steve

Bring a pareve/dairy dish that servers 8-10 people
A-G Latkes; H-M Dessert or Drinks; N-R Main Dish; S-Z Salad or Side Dish

Bring your hanuukiah (menorah) for our communal lighting
Bring your instruments

1
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4

continued on page 10
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Mailing Address & Offices:
Kol HaLev
2245 Warrensville Center Rd. Suite 215
University Heights, OH 44118
(216) 320-1498

RABBI: 
Rabbi Steve Segar
rabbisteve@kolhalev.net

EDUCATION DIRECTOR: 
Robyn Novick
robyn@kolhalev.net

OFFICE ADMINISTRATOR
Bettse Bruick
office@kolhalev.net

Services & Programs are held at:
The Lillian and Betty Ratner School
27575 Shaker Boulevard
Pepper Pike, OH 44124
http://www.kolhalev.net

Co-Presidents: Halle Barnett  & Lila Hanft (presidents@
kolhalev.net)
President elect:  David Conn
Secretary: Open 
Treasurer: David Conn (treasurer@kolhalev.net)
VP of  Programming: Adina Davidson
VP of Information: Bruce Fallick
C0-VPs of Community:  Celia Jennings & Martha  Schubert
Rabbi: Rabbi Steve Segar, Ex Officio
Education Director: Robyn Novick, Ex Officio
Founding Rabbi: Rabbi Jeffrey Schein, Ex Officio

DIRECTORY

 BOARD OF TRUSTEES

COMMITTEES, SUBCOMMITTEES and SENIOR VOLUNTEER STAFF

 STAFF

SPIRITUAL LIFE
Religious Practices Committee Chair: Connie 
Friedman
Torah Study Coordinator: Jane Kaufman
Leyning Coordinator: Nancy Rubel
Lay Service Leader Coordinator: Arthur Lieberman
Service Co-Leader Coordinator: Barbara Epstein
Mindful Jewish Meditation Coordinators:
Nancy Rubel & Allen Binstock
Rosh Hodesh Meditation Leader: Kirby Date
Holidays Committee Chair:  Amy Hogg

COMMUNITY LIFE
Membership Committee Chair: Maureen Dinner
Women’s Group Chair:  Happy Wallach
Kiddush Coordinators:  Audrey Warner & open
Hesed Committee Chairs:  
Molly Berger & Erica Steinweg
High Holy Days Coordinators: 
Liz Conn & Marcia Goldberg
Book Group Coordinator: Kevin Weidenbaum
Singing Group Coordinator: Kirby Date
Cemetery Coordinator: Mike Armin

SOCIAL JUSTICE 
Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC) Core Team: 
Allen Binstock, Mimi Plevin-Foust, & Rabbi Steve

LIFELONG LEARNING
Youth & Family Education Committee Chair: Open
Adult Education Committee Chair: Alan Federman
Shabbat Schmooze Coordinator: Alan Federman
Hack Scholar-in-Residence Chair: Alan Federman
Young Family/Tot Shabbat Leader(s):  Mike Raddock
Child Care Coordinator: Robyn Novick, interim

COMMUNICATIONS
Newsletter Editor:  Lila Hanft
Weekly Update Editor: Robin Holzman
Calendar Team: Bettse Bruick, Art Biagianti, Lila Hanft
Website Coordinators: Brian Miller, Lila Hanft, 
Benjamin Barnett & Halle Barnett
Proofreader: David Roberts

OPERATIONS AND MANAGEMENT
Tech Support: Brian Miller
Finance Committee: Board of Trustees & members
Fundraising Committee Chair: Pending
Leadership Development Committee Chair: Pending
Nominating Committee Chair: Open
Rabbi Review Committee Chair: Deena Epstein
Safety Corps C0-Coordinator: Allen Binstock & Open 
Community Support Volunteer: Maxine Collin
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CALLING THE NEXT CLASS OF ADULT B’NAI MITZVAH STUDENTS

As I wrote in a recent weekly update, 
every few years, Kol HaLev has offered 
the possibility of running an Adult B’nai 
Mitzvah cohort, in which a group of 
members study together with me for 
anywhere between 18-24 months, and 
then holds a festive group b’nai mitzvah 
ceremony as part of a regular Kol HaLev 
Shabbat service.  

There have always been a significant number 
of adult members who never had a bar or bat 
mitzvah ceremony. There are a number of 
reasons for why this is the case. Many of our 
adult female members were never offered the 
opportunity because bat mitzvah ceremonies 
had not yet become common when they were 
teenagers, and/or in their own families, the 
notion of girls celebrating this ceremony 
had not yet been accepted. We also have a 
significant number of members who are Jews 
by choice and so of necessity have only been able to consider participating in this kind of process as adults.

 In addition to these two categories, there is one other group of people who might be interested in taking part in this 
course. That would be members who did have ceremonies as teenagers, but for whom the experience was deeply 
unsatisfying, either because of a negative emotional tone and/or because there was not much richness in the learning 
process.

 For people in any of these categories, and for anyone who simply wants a more intensive and community-building 
learning experience, you are warmly invited to indicate your interest in a potential next cohort that would begin either 
in the spring/summer or fall of 2020.  The basic content of the course includes explorations of the traditional Jewish 
approach to sacred text study, the themes and structure of the Shabbat morning prayer service, as well as a section in 
which participants compose a spiritual autobiography. 

Several members have contacted me so far and we are still looking for more participants. If you are interested, or 
if you’re considering participation, and would like to hear more about it, please be in touch with me by email at 
RabbiSteve@kolhalev.net.

RABBI STEVE segar

The Kol HaLev B’nai Mitzvah Class of 2012. (Back row, from left) David 
Conn, Ginny Nadler, Jeniifer Finkel, Lila Hanft, Rabbi Steve, Amy Hogg, Karly 
Whitaker; (Front row) Leah Kamionkowski, Nancy Dudwick, Sue Pelleg, Gloria 
Plevin, Mimi Plevin-Foust
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Annual Campaign .................. 1
Top 10 Tips ............................ 1
Kol HaLev Directory ............. 2
Rabbinic Corner ..................... 3
Hagiga Happenings: ............... 4
Kiddush & Safety Corps ........ 5 

Book Club ....................................6
GCC/Climate Group  ..................7
Burn in (Halle Barnett) ...............8
Yahrzeits ......................................8
Order Pearls of Blessing ...........10
Contributions.......................11-12

Hanukkah party flyer ................... 13
Annual Fundraiser flyer ...........14-15
News: Reconstructing Judaism 
about the  ARZA vote ............16-19
Calendars ....................................20

 IN THIS ISSUE



late december 2019/ /early january  2020 Kol HaLev HappeningsPage 4

 In the days following Eilan’s 
ceremony I received a deluge of 
feedback in person, and in texts, 
emails, phone calls, and letters, 
all complimenting the service.

robyn novickHAGIGA HAPPENINGS

COMMUNITY IS THE  SPECIAL “SPICE” IN A B’NAI MITZVAH SERVICE

I am fortunate to have a professional position where I can embrace my two main jobs as Kol HaLev educator 
and mom. As any parent can attest, the work/life balance is difficult to do. Often these elements of my life 
cross paths, but on occasion they fully intertwine. This was the case when Asher, my youngest, turned 3 on the 
Shabbaton where we celebrated him and held his Upsherin (ritual haircutting ceremony). 

This past month was also such a convergence as my 
eldest son, Eilan became a Bar Mitzvah. Like most 
parents, I am extremely proud of Eilan for working 
hard, taking an active role in developing the service, 
delving into meaty topics with Rabbi Steve (well beyond 
my purview), and creating a meaningful D’var Torah 
(Torah teaching). I am also honored to be a member 
of a community that embraces, nurtures, and loves my 
children.

I have been affiliated with Kol HaLev for almost 12 
years and I have had the opportunity to celebrate with many young adults in our community as they have 
become B’nai Mitzvah. It is beautiful to watch as each one embraces different elements and perspectives on 
their Torah portion and they are encouraged to investigate world views, a wide gamut of thinkers, as well as 
incorporate their own ideas into a teaching to our community. Of course, following the B’nai Mitzvah teaching 
is Rabbi Steve’s response, which highlights the learning and their relationship. Each ceremony is special and 
complements the B’nai Mitzvah, but I can remember clearly the first time I was witness to a Bar Mitzvah and 
the awe I felt.

I was reminded again of that feeling as I watched my family and friends from outside the Kol HaLev community 
experience a Kol HaLev Bar Mitzvah service for the first time. In the days following Eilan’s ceremony I 
received a deluge of feedback in person and in  texts, emails, phone calls, and letters, all complimenting the 
service. It took me aback that people would take the time and energy to share, but they realized that they 
experienced something unique and they were appreciative. I tried to place my finger on what it was and I was 
reminded of this story:

There was once a king who was traveling and as the evening was beginning to fall, he came across 
a small cottage. As there was nothing around for miles, he knocked on the door and was greeted by 
a poor Jewish family that was just sitting down for Shabbat dinner. They eagerly invited the king to 
join them and they relished their meal together. The king, who had the best cooks, and dined in many 
palaces had never tasted such a delicious meal. When the meal was over, he thanked the family and 
asked for the recipes. The family happily shared and during the week the king’s chef prepared all the 
recipes and served them on the king’s finest china, but the king was disappointed. The food did not 
taste as good. He returned to the poor family and asked what he was missing. The family responded 
simply, the king was missing the Shabbat spice. 

It is all of you that make the Kol HaLev spice. It is truly delicious and unique. Thank you for sharing it with our 
community and my family.

Kol tuv (all good things),
Robyn
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How to sign up for a Safety Corps shifts (and kiddush hosting)

The Sign-up Genius interface has changed a little.  
1. Go to the Safety Corps sign-up genius at http://bit.ly/doorduty
2. Select the shift you want to volunteer for and click the checkbox in 

the button that says “Sign Up.”
3.  Scroll all the way down to the bottom until you see the button 

that says “Submit and Sign Up.” Click the button and THEN 
you’ll be taken to a screen where you can sign up.  
 

December
21 Shabbat morning second shift
22 Hanukkah Party: one shift

January
4 Shabbat morning both shifts
11 Shabbat morning both shifts
18 Shabbat morning both shifts
24 Kabbalat  Shabbat: one shift
25 Shabbat morning both shifts

February
1 Shabbat morning: noon shift
8 Shabbat morning both shifts
9 Tu B’Shvat Seder: one shift
15 Shabbat morning-2 kiddush hosts 
needed;  both Safety Corps shifts
22 Shabbat morning both shifts
29 Kabbalat  Shabbat: one shift

March
7 Shabbat morning both shifts
9 Erev Purim Party: one shift
14 Shabbat morning both shifts
21 Shabbat morning both shifts
27 Kabbalat  Shabbat: one shift
28 Shabbat morning both shifts

April
4 Shabbat morning & Bat Mitzvah: 
both shifts
9 Pesach 1 service: both shifts
11 Shabbat morning both shifts
15 Pesach 7 service: both shifts
18 Shabbat morning & Bat Mitzvah: 
both shifts
25 Shabbat morning both shifts

May
2 Shabbat morning both shifts
9 Shabbat morning both shifts
12 Lag B’Omer: one shift
16 Shabbat morning-2 kiddush hosts 
needed;  both Safety Corps shifts
23 Shabbat morning both shifts
30 Shabbat morning both shifts

June
6 Shabbat morning both shifts
13 Shabbat morning both shifts
20 Shabbat morning both shifts
27 Shabbat morning both shifts

July
4 Shabbat morning both shifts
11 Shabbat morning both shifts
18 Shabbat morning both shifts
25 Shabbat morning both shifts

AVAILABLE SAFETY CORPS (& KIDDUSH HOSTING) SHIFTS

PLEASE DON’T MAKE US ASSIGN YOU A KIDDUSH-HOSTING DATE!
Each year, in the email we send ro remind members to 
sign up for a kiddush hosting date, we say: 

Members who don’t choose a  kiddush hosting 
date by the Dec. 31 deadline will be assigned a 
date and responsible for switching with another 
member if that date isn’t convenient.

We don’t recall if or when we’ve ever had to make good 
on this threat, but we’re afraid this might be the year. 
Have YOU signed up yet?  Help keep our streak of kind-
er, gentler kiddush coordination going -- sign up now. 

Safety Corps Shifts: You can see below how many shifts 
we still have open -- a lot!  Staffing Safety Corps is a prereq-
uisite for receiving JFC Security’s professional security sup-
port -- emergency radio, training, armed guards.

 If you’re one of the many members who advocated for 
increased security, make it a priority to sign up now..

 If you haven’t been trained yet, sign up fpr a shift any-
way -- one-on-one pre-shift trainings are available, and 
the next group training session will be in January.  

We need Safety Corps volunteers for the following dates.  On the dates in red, we also need Kiddush hosts. To 
sign up to host a kiddush or take a Safety Corps shift, go to bit.ly/KHLsignups. 
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The December meeting is Thursday, December 26, at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. 
We will discuss Ordinary Jews by Yehoshue Perle. (360 pages) Note that a version of this 
book goes by the title Everyday Jews. The primary difference is the translator. They both 
have an introduction and notes; Everyday Jews also has a glossary and translator notes. A 
Kindle version is available for both titles.

An introduction: Since its original publication in 1935, Ordinary Jews has come to be 
regarded as one of the masterpieces of Yiddish literature. In his portrayal of the lives of 
ordinary Polish Jews in a small provincial city at the end of the nineteenth century, Yehoshuah Perle 
offers a glimpse at a way of life that was already changing by the time of the novel’s publication and would soon be 
brutally exterminated in the Holocaust. Through the eyes of the novel’s young protagonist, Mendl Shonash, we are 
introduced to an intricate society of housewives, beggars, tailors, doctors, maidservants, tavern keepers, teachers, 
gravediggers, rabbinical students, and a whole range of people living close to the bottom of the social scale, as well as 
the various social hierarchies, shady dealings, pretensions, grotesqueries, and superstitions that color and order their 
world. Like a star whose light is visible to us light years after its creation, Ordinary Jews provides a glimpse into a 
particular culture and unique way of life that might otherwise be lost to history.

When it was first published in Poland, the Jewish Left was scandalized by the sex scenes, and I. B. Singer complained 
that the novel was too bleak to be psychologically credible. Offering a unique blend of raw sexuality and romantic 
love, thwarted desire and spiritual longing, it is now considered Perle’s consummate achievement.
 
The voice of Mendl, the novel’s twelve-year-old narrator, is precisely captured by this artfully simple translation. 
Mendl’s impoverished and dysfunctional family struggles to survive in a nameless Polish provincial town. In 
this unsettled world, most ordinary people yearn to be somewhere else—or someone else. As Mendl journeys to 
adulthood, Perle captures the complex interplay of Christians and Jews, weekdays and Sabbaths, town and country, 
dream and reality, against a relentless and never-ending battle of the sexes.

The book group is currently choosing its books for 2020. The calendar of selections will be posted on the website 
noted below towards the end of December.

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group, including 
a calendar of the book selections for this year, look at our web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin 
(KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

HUG HASEFER: BOOK DISCUSSION GROUP

vide for our own financial well-being. 

In the past week or so, each member will have received 
a mailing and an email requesting that you contribute 
to our Annual Fundraising Campaign. Last year, your 
generosity raised just over $41,000 – the most the An-
nual Campaign has ever raised, with the highest  member 
participation ever!  We aim to raise enough each year 
to continue on the stable  financial footing we have 
achieved, so we can continue enjoying the spiritual, pro-
grammatic, and interpersonal riches with which our com-
munity is blessed.

In the spirit of our long-held community value that ev-
eryone is welcome and valued, regardless of their finan-
cial situation, we ask that you consider a contribution 

from your heart, according to your means, that reflects 
how Kol HaLev enriches your life and the lives of all our 
members.

No donation is too small. We’re cooperatively responsible 
for creating and sustaining Kol HaLev, each according to 
our abilities. Truly, any size contribution is meaningful.

When you receive the mail and/or email, please respond 
promptly with your pledge of support. The pledge period 
will extend through January 31, 2020; we request pay-
ment on your pledge by June 30, the end of our fiscal 
year. (Consider that making a paid charitable contribu-
tion by December 31 may be beneficial on your tax re-
turn this year!)

Everyone Whose Heart So Moves, continued from page 1
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AS GCC REGENERATES, CLIMATE CHANGE GROUP MAKES PLANS
by Allen Binstock, GCC Core Team

I know many of you in Kol HaLev who have participated 
in Greater Cleveland Congregations (GCC) events in 
the past have been asking yourselves why there have not 
been any major action opportunities for so long. As I’ve 
previously explained in this space, GCC has been undergoing 
a “Strengthening Our Power” campaign whose focus was 
to defer major actions while we regrouped. That period of 
dormancy with respect to major actions is coming to an end and 
signs of the re-awakening were very evident in November.

First and foremost, GCC’s new full-time organizer, Keisha 
Krumm, came on board as of November 1. As I mentioned in 
last month’s newsletter, Keisha is a very dynamic community 
organizer who has 17 years of experience with the Industrial 
Areas Foundation, GCC’s parent organization. I am also 
happy to announce that I wasted no time in inviting Keisha 
to visit Kol HaLev and she accepted my invitation. Keisha 
will be coming to our Shabbat Service on December 21. That’s the day we will be having our annual Human 
Rights Shabbat. I’ve also asked Keisha to stay and meet with our congregants after Kiddush that day about her 

experiences as a community organizer as well as about what 
she sees coming up for GCC. I hope you all will attend and 
take advantage of this great opportunity to meet a dynamic new 
personality on the Cleveland social action scene.

The re-awakening of GCC was also evident at a rally held on 
November 4 at St. Mark’s Presbyterian Church in Beachwood. 
This rally brought a standing room only crowd to St. Mark’s, 
a church which will be joining GCC along with up to four-
five other congregations we have been courting. The purpose 
of the rally was to celebrate the announcement that Cuyahoga 
County will be opening a new drug court in January 2020. This 
development is significant because the new drug court will 
offer diversion programs to people from minority communities. 
Previously, criteria used by the court largely excluded 
minorities. GCC played a major role in bringing about this new 
court by developing a close working relationship with Chief 

Judge Russo and County Prosecutor Michael O’Malley. Both of them attended the rally and thanked GCC for its 
work on this issue. Russo will be stepping down in January and his replacement, Judge Brendan Sheehan, attended 
the rally as well and also praised the work of GCC. Sheehan also committed to working with GCC in the future to 
get more reforms done.

One of those reforms involves getting the County to establish two mental health crisis centers which will divert 
people with mental health issues from the justice system before they are charged with a crime. Thanks to the 
efforts of GCC, the County has now budgeted 2.5 million dollars to create the centers. Kol HaLev member Donna 
Weinberger is very much in the forefront of this effort.

Lastly, our in-house GCC-inspired climate change teams will be meeting again soon. We have Kol HaLev 
members working on various projects including tree planting, green investing, and expanding public transportation. 
If you are interested in participating, contact me or Mimi Plevin-Foust.

HUMAN RIGHTS SHABBAT 
POST-KIDDUSH INFO SESSION

WHO:  Keisha Krumm of the GCC
WHEN: After Kiddush, Saturday, Dec 21,  
WHERE:  Ratner Library
WHAT:  Meet with  Keisha, a dynamic 
new personality on the Cleveland social ac-
tion scene. Hear about her experiences as 
a community organizer and what she sees 
coming up for GCC. 

 Are you wondering why 
there haven’t been any ma-
jor GCC action opportuni-
ties, lately? During its current 
“Strengthening Our Power” 
campaign, CGG is “stepping 
back and strengthening our 
base once again. We are re-
cruiting new institutions and 
training new leaders.” as-
ccording to the GCC website. 
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Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 Irene Sattin, mother of Elana Richter
•	 Adolph Kohn, father of Ron Kohn
•	 Joseph Shutkin, father of David Shutkin
•	 Ruth Ness, Leah Gilbert’s mother and former Kol HaLev member
•	 Peter Vainner Jr., father of Joe Vainner
•	 Jerome Pincus, father-in-law of Joyce Goldstein
•	 Alfred Rosenburg, father of Sue Biagianti
•	 Julius Kelman. father-in-law of Anna Kelman
•	 Eli Samplin Marks, father of Phyllis Maris
•	 Beryl Hanft, mother of Lila Hanft
•	 Gussie Hanft, paternal grandmother of Lila Hanft
•	 Jacob Hochman, maternal grandfather of Chip May
•	 Aida Bound, grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
•	 Karen Clark, grandmother of Miriam Geronimus
•	 Elaine Greene, grandmother of Stephanie Carroll
•	 Herman Gordon, father of Margy Weinberg 
•	 Joseph Armin, father of Mike Armin
•	 Arthur Friedman, father of Connie Friedman
•	 Sophie Weidenbaum, mother of Kevin Weidenbaum

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of 
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to office@kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 

By Halle Barnett, Co-President

The expression “burnt out” has always bothered me.  
How painful it feels to get to a place where one no 
longer feels any spark, for work, or otherwise.  What 
must happen for us to get to that uncomfortable, 
exhausted place? Where is the balance between an 
ambitious approach to all that excites and compels us, 
and the self-care that actually allows us to dive into that 
work in a sustainable way?

I am often guilty of opening the door too wide. When I 
think about the cool things that await my engagement 
on the other side, even in the face of the complexity 
of what it will require to achieve them, I feel the fire 
that propels me to take action.  I know I will face 
consequences for taking on too much, but keep the 
hope that I will be able to manage the balance required 
to reach my goals and not spend my every breath or 
resource.

Thanksgiving is a great time to take a breath. To stop 
and appreciate what is, rather than what might be, and 

more acutely, 
rather than what 
might have been 
“if only.”  Tickles 
of regret should 
not color the 
pleasure and 
gratitude for what is. 

Hanukkah, too, gives us a beautiful metaphor for this 
state of mind. “The light that lasted” encompasses 
so much about Judaism; the very root of the word 
Hanukkah is “chinuch” – it’s a complicated word with 
many uses, from introducing  the new, to dedicating 
oneself to a course, to a system of training or education. 
Sort of a willingness to “burn in.” 

I invite you to join me in thinking about ways we, 
as individuals, and as an intentional community, 
can achieve a balance between our ambitions and 
our resources that will enable us to “burn in” with 
confidence, and gratitude.

BURNING IN

I know I will face 
consequences for taking 

on too much ...
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Order Form
Name:_____________________________________   Email: _____________________
Address:_______________________________________________________________
Phone: ___________________________   # of copies _____ at $18 each = $_________

Payment. Choose one:

☐ 
☐

Delivery. Choose one:

☐ 

☐

I am paying by check and mailing this form and the check to Kol HaLev, 2245 Warrensville Center Road, 
Suite 215 . University Heights, OH 44118.

I am paying online.  I will mail or email this form (office@kolhalev.net), then follow the directions at 
https://kolhalev.net/pay_simple to make my payment.

Pickup at the office. I will pick up my book(s) at the Kol HaLev office. 2245 Warrensville Center Road, 
Suite 215 . University Heights. I understand that pickup times will be limited to the office hours kept by 
office administrator Bettse, which are 9-2 on Mon., Wed., or Fri., and that I should call the office (216-320-
1498) to confirm Bettse will be in before I come.

Delivery by U.S. mail.  Mail my book(s) to me at the address above for an additional $8 (Priority flat rate). 
I have added the $8 postage to my total, which comes to:  $___________

Bring home the wisdom!
Bring home the wisdom & ruach of Kol

 HaLev with this curated selection of blessings 
written by Rabbi Steve for the thematic aliyot 

during Shabbat morning Torah services.
Introduction by Rabbi Jeffrey Schein.

Order one to cherish yourself, and share the 
beauty and wisdom with others – it’s a lovely 

gift for teachers, parents, children, and friends.

Price: $18 each

Thanks to an anonymous member who underwrote 
the printing of Pearls of Blessing, 100% of  sales 

supports the future of our sacred community.
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KHLConnects is an 
email group/forum where 

members can communicate about 
non-Kol HaLev issues, such as “I 
have an extra ticket to a concert” or  
“Can you recomment a plumber?”  
You can request to join at  https://
groups.google.com/d/forum/
khlconnects. Traffic is very light, 
but you can set how many emails 
you see (or none) and how often .  
You must have a Gmail account 
to post to the group. 

Kol HaLev has a private 
Facebook group only for 

its members, where we post news, 
reminders and kvells (for ex., a 
link to a news story on one of our 
members). If you have a Facebook 
account, you can find our group at 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
KolHaLevCleveland/. You’ll need 
the url to find the group because it’s 
private, which mean it won’t show 
up in searches.

Our website may look old, 
but it still contains a tone 

of useful resources. (yes, we’re 
planning a new one). There is a 
trick to logging in and gaining 
access to those resources. Due 
to a mysterious glitch, sometimes 
when you log in with your 

perfectly correct email address and 
password, the log in will fail.  At 
that point, DO NOT requext a new 
password, please; instead,  log in 
a second time with the same email 
address and password and -- Voila! 
-- it will grant you access.  Try it 
now. If you really can’t recall your 
password, select the tab to get a link 
for reseting your password sent to 
you. If you cannot remember which 
email address you used when your 
account was first created, or you no 
longer use that email address, send 
an email to office@kolhalev.net and 
we’ll sort you out. 

 Sign-up genius is the tool 
we use for signing people 

up to host a kiddush or serve on 
Safety Corps. There’s a link to our 
sign-ups in the right-hand column 
of our website’s home page.

Lotsofhelpinghands.com is 
the app used for our Hesed 

Helpers. You create an account, and 
indicate the type of Hesed work 
you’re interested in (making meals, 
giving rides, etc.). When a need arises 
-- say, someone needs a meal -- the 
monthly coordinator sends an email 
to all the meal-making volunteers.
There’s no obligation to respond to a 
request. Those who can help simply 

reply to the email. There is a  trick to 
ther Lotsahelpinghands.com sign-up, 
however; you must click on a link in 
a confirmation email  to complete the 
process. Follow the instructions in this 
tutorial.

This monthly newsletter, 
was once  our primary 

communications vehicle, but as 
our calendar has grown fuller and 
smartphones more common, the 
Weekly Update has supplanted many 
of the newsletter’s original functions. 
It’s still the best place for longer 
articles, photo galleries, kvells, 
registration forms and many other 
things. Old issues of the newsletter 
are archived on the website. 

Currently, the newsletter editor (that’s 
me, Lila) is also serving as one 
of Kol HaLev’s co-presidents and 
managing some new health challenges 
The result, sadly, is that newsletter 
publication has become erratic.  

I’m looking for people to help get 
the newsletter back on schedule: 
Writers, editors, project managers 
and graphic artists. If you own 
Adobe InDesign and know how to 
use it, -- baruch Hashem (blessed 
is God) --. please let me know at 
newsletter@kolhalev.net. 
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We’ve tried to make it as simple as possible for leaders  
(committee chairs, event organizers, board members, 
staff) to share news of upcoming events, meetings and 
deadlines with the community: Just send an email to 
calendar@kolhalev.net with the event’s name, date, 
time,  location, brief description and contact person. 

There are no formal deadlines for the calendar, but ob-
viously,  the sooner you get your event on the calendar, 
the better. (If you have the date and time, you can send the 
event to the calendar -- just remember to email missing in-
formation later). Once your date is on the calendar, no one 
else will schedule a competing event at that time.  

The Weekly Update and the newsletter DO have 
deadlines, firm ones.  Additional event descriptions or 
announcements for the Update MUST be submitted to 
update@kolhalev.net  by 3 p.m. on Tuesday for that 
week’s update.

The newsletter deadline is the 15th of the previous month.

PLEASE make sure to use the official Kol HaLev email 
addresses (calendar@kolhalev.net, update@kolhalav.
net and newsletter@ kol halev.net) to submit content.  
Information send to volunteer’s personal email ad-
dresses is likely to be lost or overlooked. 

continued from page 1
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PLANNING AHEAD KEY TO SHARING UPCOMING EVENTS WITH COMMUNITY
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CONTRIBUTIONS:  FALL AND HIGH HOLY DAYS

Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions received in August, September, October and November, 
including donations made during the High Holy Days.:

FOR THE GENERAL FUND
• Anonymous
• Sheila O’Conner  & Lawrence Lief 
• Liz & David  Conn
• Anita Cohn
• Catherine & Bruce Fallick
• Nancy Frazier

in MeMory of 
• Jose Diaz in memory of his parents
• Marcy Kanner in memory of Steven Kanner
• Kirby Date & Richard Litwin in memory of Evelyn Litwin, Harry Litwin, Matthew Date and John Date
• Barbara & Barry Epstein in memory of their parents, Gwen & Edward Katz and  Maurice  & Dorothy Epstein
• Deena & Dick Epstein in memory of their parents, Joseph & Janet Mirow and Paul & Roslyn Epstein
• Leah & Ron Gilbert in memory of Le’as parents, Arthur and Ruth Ness
• Marcia & Gil Goldberg in memory of their parents, Peter & Mary Jo Wachtler and Rose & Max Goldberg
• Selma & Ralph Gwatkin In memory of Ralphs’ father, R.L.. Gwatkin
• Andy Getz & Rabbi Steve Segar in memory Andy’s father, Mike Getz
• Robin Holzman in memory of her parents, Bob & Elaine Holzman
• Jacob Kabb in memory of his parents
• Anna Kelman in memory of her husband, Sam Kelman
• Phyllis & Frank Maris in memory of Phyllis’ parents, Drs. Lily Brunschwig Marks & Eli Samplin Marks
• Elana & Matthew Richter in memory of Irene Sattin
• Nancy Rubel & Dan Klein in memory of Nancy’s parents Ruth B. & Herbert J. Rubel
• Rene Seigel in memory of Martin Seigel
• Robert & Mario Tonti in memory of Albert & Diana Tonti and Charlotte Danglern
• Bellamy Printz in memory of her husband, Ben Lewis
• Deborah Picker in commemoration of the yahbzeits of Jay & Pauline Reece 
• Abe Chasin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his wife, Muriel Chasin
• Nancy Rubel & Dan Klein in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Nancy’s mother, Ruth B. Rubel
• Mimi Plevin-Foust in memory of her father, Leon Plevin

in Honor of

• Halle and Benjamin Barnett in honor of this beautiful community
• Andy Getz & Rabbi Steve Segar in honor or this year’s Bar & Bat Mitzvah class
• Pam Millas in great appreciation for Kol HaLev
• Happy Wallach in honor of Maureen Dinner
• Margy Weinberg in honor of Herm & Jean Gordon
• Dick and Deena Epstein in honor of Eilan Oster’s Bar Mitzvah
• Happy Wallach in honor of Eilan Oster’s Bar Mitzvah
• Kevin & Sue Weidenbaum in honor of Liz & David Conn
• Renee Seigel in honor of Phyllis Maris & all others who helped her with kiddush set-up and clean-up

continued on page 12
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Contributions, continued from page 11

FOR THE HESED FUND
• Anonymous
• Nancy Hecht
• Jean & Brian Miller
• Aurelia & Julio Pelsmajer
• Pauline Raymond
• Lois & Greg Selker

in MeMory of 
• Connie Friedman & David Shutkin in memory of Arthur Friedman and Joseph Shutkin

FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS FLOWER FUND
• Anonymous
• Margaret Cohen & Kevin Rahilly
• Selma & Ralph Gwatkin
• Joyce Goldstein
• Robin Holzman
• Martha & Dave Schubert
• Lois & Greg Selker

FOR THE RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
• Anonymous
• Sue & Art Biagianti
• Nancy Hecht
• Rachel Kaye
• Pauline Raymond
• Heidi & Pete Robertson
• Sandy & Allen Rosenfield
• Martha & Dave Schubert
• Lois & Greg Selker
• Suzanne & Harvey Wolfe

in MeMory of 
• Maxine Collin in memory of Paul & Shirley Brick
• Nina Glueckselig in memory of her parents, Leo & Eta Glueckselig
• Eric & Sue Kisch in memory of Martin Wilner
• Meg Manny & Irwin Weinberger in memory of their parents
• Chip May in memory of his father, Harold May
• Claudia & Jeff Weissman in memory of Norman Weissman

Did we miss a contribution you made?  If so, we apologize. and want to assure you that the ommission of your 
donation from the newsletter is not an indication that your donation was not received by the office.  If you have 
questions about whether your donation was received, please contact office@kolhalev.net.  If your donation has 
been omitted from the newsletter, please send us an email  and we’ll make sure it appears in the next issue. 
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Reconstructing Judaism is partnering with the Union for Reform
Judaism in support of the ARZA slate in this important election.
To receive a reminder email and easy voting instructions once

the voting period begins on Jan 21, 2020, CLICK HERE. 
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/WZC2020Recon
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Sat., Dec. 21

9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study. Leader: Rabbi Steve

10:30 a.m Hagiga

10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Human Rights Shabbat service at Ratner. Vayeshev. Service leaders: 
Rabbi Steve and Allen Binstock.  Kiddush sponsor: Bruce & Catherine 
Fallick. One Safety Corps volunteer needed 

10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program

1:00-2:00 p.m. Philosophical Inquiry

CANCELLED:  Mindful Jewish Practice

Sun. Dec. 22

10 a.m. Nesiya

5:00-7:00 p.m.

Intergenerational Hanukkah Potluck Celebration at the Ratner School.  
Bring your hanukkiot and instruments.  Potluck: Bring a pareve/dairy 
NUT-FREE dish that servers 8-10 people. A-G Latkes; H-M Dessert or 
Drinks; N-R Main Dish; S-Z Salad or Side Dish. See page 13. Safety 
Corps volunteer needed

Mon., Dec. 23 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Youth Group Volunteering at Greater Cleveland Food Bank. Contact 
Robyn for more information. 

Thu., Dec. 26 7:30-9:00 p.m.
Book Discussion Group at the home of Leah K.  See page 5 for more 
information

Sat.. Dec.  28 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Shabbat Service. See Update or call office for location, Miketz; Service 
Leaders: Jane Kaufman and David Conn. The Torah discussion will take 
place within the service. Kiddush Host Needed; Click here to sign up

Sat., Jan.  4

9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study. Discussion leader: Arthur Lieberman

10:30 a.m. Hagiga

10:30 a.m.-1:00p.m.
Shabbat Service at the Ratner School.  Vayigash. Service leader: Rabbi 
Steve; Kiddush sponsors: Halle and Benjamin Barnett; Safety Corps 
volunteer needed 

Sun. , Jan. 5 10 a.m. Nesiya
Fri. Jan. 10 6:30-8:30 p.m. Youth Group Shabbat dinner at Robyn’s place.

Sat. Jan. 11 10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Member-led Shabbat Service at the Ratner School. Vayechi. Service 
leader: Rabbi Steve;  Kiddush sponsors: Deena and Dick Epstein; Safety 
Corps volunteer needed

Sun., Jan. 12 10:00 a.m. Nesiya

Mon., Jan. 13 7:30-9:3p p.m.
Board Meeting at the home of David. C. All members welcome to at-
tend. 

Sat., Jan. 18

9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Study. Leader: Rabbi Steve

10:30 a.m. Hagiga

10:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
Shabbat Service & New Member Welcome at the Ratner School. 
Shemot. Service leader: Rabbi Steve. Kiddush co-sponsors:  David & Liz 
Conn and Les & Elana Hunter.  Safety Corps volunteer needed.

10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program

1:00-2:00 p.m. Philosophical Inquiry

1:15-1:45 Mindful Jewish Practice

CALENDAR


